WRESTLING: Unheralded grapplers pave way for Eagles
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Wissahickon’s Cody Franko and Norristown’s Nick Soldano wrestle during the match at Norristown Wednesday night, January 4, 2012. Photo by Christine Reckner/Times Herald Staff

· WEST NORRITON - Norristown High wrestling head coach Mark Harner is not exactly known for his calm demeanor. 
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But prior to his Eagles taking on Wissahickon Wednesday night, Harner’s belief his team was in trouble was not completely unfounded. 

· Sure, coming off an impressive fourth-place showing at the prestigious meat grinder known as the Powerade Tournament last week placed the Eagles in rare statewide company with some of the top programs in the Commonwealth. 

· But those accolades couldn’t erase the holes in the Norristown lineup that seemed to perfectly match the strengths of the Trojans’ starting 14. 

· While Harner predicted possible doom, the facts were actually more conducive to the match being very close, if Wissahickon got a few breaks. 

· Those breaks, however, never transpired. 

· The Eagles used nine falls — six in a row at one point — to fashion a 54-25 win over Wissahickon. 

· And is so often the case in close or potentially close matches, the real heroes were not the big names usually associated with a program’s success. 

· In this case, Nick Soldano, Joe Rowland and Rasheed Lusane were the names Harner credited with handing the Eagles their second Suburban One League American Conference victory in as many tries. 

· Soldano and Rowland, in defeat, gave up one just one bonus point between them, allowing the Eagles to stay close on the scoreboard in the early going. 

· Lusane earned a second-period fall in a match that could have just as easily ended with the opposite result. 

· Many of the Eagles’ nine falls were anticipated. The relatively wide margin of victory was not. And for that, Norristown can thank the indians rather than the chiefs. 

· “Soldano, Rowland and Lusane were the reasons we won the match,” Harner said. “Soldano and Rowland took a lot of the pressure off us early, and Rasheed gave us a big pin. 

· “Plus, we didn’t let people off their backs tonight.” 

· With the match beginning at 126 and Norristown’s major point producers not starting until 160, Wissahickon needed to pile up major points early. 

· The Trojans did manage to win four of the match’s first five bouts. But when Wissahickon’s Brennan Weiss capped the Trojans’ early run with a fall at 152, the visitors only led, 19-6. 

· That’s because Soldano, trailing, 6-0, in the second period at 132, lost by only 6-2 to Wissahickon’s Cody Franko. Rowland, at 145, lost only by major decision to Trojan stud Pat Fennell. 

· “There’s a couple places we could have gotten bonus points,” said Trojans head coach Anthony Stagliano, “but sometimes it’s more difficult when they’re determined not to give them up. 

· “We were missing our 120-pounder and that could have made a difference. And anything can happen at heavyweight. But other than that, I didn’t see too many other places where we could have gotten bonus points. I felt we wrestled well. I was proud of our guys.” 

· With the deficit to overcome smaller than expected, the Eagles went to work - with some eye-popping results. 

· Brett Harner (160), Shane Springer (170), Juan Carbajal (182), Larry Gordon (195) and Jesse Prante (220) all produced first-period sticks. Springer’s fall came in a don’t-blink nine seconds. Lusane’s at heavyweight all but put the match out of reach. 

· “The only thing we told Rasheed was not to get pinned,” Harner said, “and he gave us a lot more.” 

· By the time Norristown’s Kelvin Howard wrapped up the sub-45:00 match with the team’s ninth fall of the evening, the pre-match worries had been forgotten. 

· “We have a lot of respect for Norristown and the way Mark runs his program,” Stagliano said. “Our goal was not to forfeit a weight and not to duck any of their guys, and we accomplished both of those goals. 

· “Maybe we could have done a little better. But not much.” 
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