WRESTLING: Area schools come up big in Escape the Rock Tournament
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· NORTHAMPTON — In recent weeks, Norristown High junior Brett Harner has been a virtual magnet for nationally ranked wrestlers. 

He attracted another Saturday in the finals of the stud-heavy Escape the Rock Tournament at Council Rock South High School in the form of returning state champion Brian Brill of Central Mountain. 

· But for Harner, the spark just wasn’t there. Harner dropped the 160-pound finals match, 9-2, as Brill used four takedowns to author the win. 

· Harner was one of three local wrestlers to reach the finals, with the only victory belonging to La Salle 145-pound senior Matt Cimato, who bested Kody Pace of Fort LeBoeuf, 7-1. Cimato’s Explorers teammate and Norristown resident Casey Kent lost a disputed, 5-4 decision in the 152-pound finals to Chambersburg’s Garrett Hammond. 

· Overall, Norristown had the best team finish among District One participants, placing fifth on the strength of six placewinners. 

· Along with Harner’s second, Mikey Springer (138) took third, Zach Fuentes (113) and Jesse Prante (220) placed fourth and Shane Springer (170) and Larry Gordon (195) took fifths. 

· La Salle had four placewinners, with Bryan Pflanz (120) finishing fifth and Antonio Pelusi (220) taking eighth. 

· Harner’s loss was a tough one, but one he felt he deserved. 

· “I was flat-footed, not ready. Overall, it wasn’t good,” Harner said. “I knew I was going to have to get some takedowns, and it just wasn’t there. 

· “He’s better, I guess.”
After losing to No. 1-ranked Chance Musteller of Kennard-Dale in the Powerade finals, Harner saw Musteller’s possible state finals foe in Brill. 

· “They’ll be separated in the state bracket,” Harner’s of the state tournament’s practice of putting returning state champions on opposite halves of the state bracket to prevent them meeting prior to the finals match. “Hopefully, I can be in the finals, but it’s pretty evident I’m going to have to work a lot harder. I’m not where I need to be.” 

· Kent appeared to be where he needed to be in the 152-pound finals, leading Hammond, 2-0, after two periods. But he was then called for an unusual technical violation for escorting Hammond off the mat. 

· The call, which awarded Hammond a point, appeared to turn the tide of the match. Hammond went on to score a reversal and two near-fall points before Kent’s late rally came up short. 

· But afterwards, Kent refused to blame the loss on the disputed call. 

· “I’m disappointed and there’s not much to say,” Kent said. “I thought everything was called correctly. There’s nothing that could be done about it, anyway. 

· “It’s not that big. States are what matters, so I have to keep working toward that.” 

· The lone local winner was Cimato, who after dropping decisions in both the Beast of the East and Powerade finals, came through Saturday on the strength of three takedowns. 

· He also loved the championship belt that comes with winning the an Escape the Rock individual title. 

· “I lost those two finals before,” he said, “but this is the big championship. And the belts are awesome.” 
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