Norristown wrestling made No. 2 seed for Team Duals

· By DON SEELEY
dseeley@journalregister.com

· Posted: 01/22/12 11:02 pm
	[image: image1.jpg]





[image: image2.png]



The Norristown Area High School wrestling team recently finished fourth out of 44 teams at the 45th annual Powerade Wresting Tournament at Canon McMillan High School in Canonsburg, near Pittsburgh. Submitted photo.

· ROYERSFORD — Unlike in year’s past, there were no surprises to comeout of the District 1-Class AAA Team Duals seeding meeting Sundaymorning at Spring-Ford High School. 
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Owen J. Roberts and Norristown, which have been the talk of thedistrict since the season opened last month, picked up the No. 1 andNo. 2 seeds, respectively, and earned byes for Thursday night’sopening round. 

· In the Class AA bracket, defending champion Lower Moreland returns asthe top seed. The four-team field also includes No. 2 Springfield-Montco, No. 3 Pottstown, and No. 4 New Hope-Solebury. 

· Owen J. Roberts, unbeaten through 10 dual meets this season, will geton the mats in the second round against either No. 17 West ChesterEast (5-3) or No. 16 Upper Darby, (12-3) at Interboro High School. Atthe bottom of the bracket, Norristown (4-0) – which has competed insome of the toughest tournaments in the state and nation already thisseason – debuts against either No. 15 Downingtown West (12-7) or No.18 Methacton (12-3) at Pottsgrove High School. 

· In addition to OJR and Methacton, the Pioneer Athletic Conferencealso had two other teams in the Class AAA portion of the tournament.Spring-Ford tagged the No. 3 seed and Upper Perkiomen the No. 6 seed,and both will be at Upper Perkiomen High School for Thursday evening’sfirst two rounds. 

· The longtime rivals both earned opening-round byes. Spring-Ford(15-1) will take on either No. 14 Central Bucks East (8-8) or No. 19Garnet Valley (7-5) in the second round, while Upper Perkiomen (11-7)will open against either No. 11 Pennsbury (8-6) or No. 22 Wissahickon(8-6). 

· Rounding out the Top Eight seeds – who also get opening-round byes –are Marple-Newtown (14-0) at No. 4; Rustin (7-3) at No. 5; CouncilRock North (10-5) at No. 7; and defending champion Council Rock South(6-5) at No. 8. 

· Thursday’s opening round gets under way at 5:30 p.m., with the secondround set for 7:30 p.m. First-round losers are eliminated, whilesecond-round losers advance to the consolation rounds, which alongwith the championship bracket will be completed Friday and Saturday,Feb. 3-4 at Upper Dublin High School. 

· The match-ups (and sites) for Thursday are as follows: 

· At Interboro: No. 1 Owen J. Roberts – bye; No. 17 West Chester East(5-3) vs. No. 16 Upper Darby (12-3); No. 9 Central Bucks South (13-1)vs. No. 24 Interboro; No. 8 Council Rock South (6-5) – bye. 

· At Rustin: No. 5 Rustin (7-3) – bye; No. 21 Unionville (4-0) vs. No.12 Upper Moreland (6-7); No. 13 Glen Mills (13-1) vs. No. 20 Hatboro-Horsham (10-10); No. 4 Marple-Newtown (14-0) – bye. 

· At Upper Perkiomen: No. 3 Spring-Ford (15-1) – bye; No. 19 GarnetValley (7-5) vs. No. 14 Central Bucks East (8-8); No. 11 Pennsbury(8-6) vs. No. 22 Wissahickon (8-6); No. 6 Upper Perkiomen (11-7) –bye. 

· At Pottsgrove: No. 7 Council Rock North (10-5) – bye; No. 23 UpperDublin (14-5) vs. No. 10 Downingtown East (5-2); No. 15 DowningtownWest (12-7) vs. No. 18 Methacton (12-3); No. 2 Norristown (4-0) – bye. 

· * * *
The Class AA semifinals and final will be held at 1 and 4 p.m.,respectively, on Saturday, Feb. 4 at Upper Dublin High School. LowerMoreland (14-3) takes on New Hope-Solebury (8-3), while Pottstown(5-10) will meet Springfield-Montco (9-9). 

· NOTES
Council Rock South defeated Norristown in last year’s AAA final,while Owen J. Roberts topped Spring-Ford in the third-place final. …The top four teams in AAA advance to the PIAA state duals tournament.The top three teams open Monday, Feb. 6, with the district championearning a bye into the state quarterfinals later that week. … UpperPerkiomen (five), Council Rock South (three) and Pennsbury (three)have won the most AAA team titles. … Three-time Class AA dualschampion Octorara moved up to the big-school bracket last year andLower Moreland had an easy time in pinning down the championship.Before Octorara’s run, two PAC-10 teams – Pottstown (2007-06) and St.Pius X (2005) – swept the previous three titles. … Octorara won nineAA duals championships, three times the total of Garnet Valley – whichsoon after its last run in 2000 moved up to AAA. 
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