Norristown modest in dual-meet win over PW
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Norristown's Kelvin Howard and Plymouth Whitemarsh's GP DiBattista wrestle during the match at Norristown on Wednesday, December 21, 2011. Photo by Christine Reckner/Times Herald Staff

· WEST NORRITON — They’re one of the marquee teams in District One wrestling. 
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Story Ideas

Send Corrections

They’ve got the expected accompanying publicity and potential followers no matter where they may travel. 

· But don’t ask the Eagles of Norristown High just how wonderful they are this season. The returning Class AAA Southeast Regional champs may not provide the answers you anticipated. 

· “We’re definitely more of a tournament team,” said junior middleweight and state medalist Brett Harner after the Eagles opened their meager dual-meet schedule with a by-the-numbers, 54-21 win over Plymouth Whitemarsh Wednesday night. “We have a lot of young kids in the lineup and dual-meet wins are going to be hard (to win).” 

· “We are not a good dual-meet team,” echoed Harner’s father and Norristown head coach Mark Harner. “We are an average dual-meet team.” 

· That’s not modestly pleading poverty, that’s an honest evaluation. 

· Norristown is loaded up top, with the likes of Harner, Shane Springer, Larry Gordon putting up big points. Lightweight Zach Fuentes is ranked in the top five in the state and middleweight Mikey Springer can wrestle with anyone. 

· But top to bottom, the Eagles lineup has holes, and no one in the Blue and White singlets is shy about pointing that out. 

· That’s not to say the Eagles don’t enjoy their “celebrity status.” 

· “I think it’s good,” Brett Harner said. “It gives us a little pressure, something to shoot for. We’re more focused in the (practice) room. We know people are watching us when we wrestle. 

· “As a team, it’s good.”
Against the Colonials, the wanna-be portion of the lineup looked average enough to draw the ire of Coach Harner. 

· “There were a few weights where I thought our kids weren’t gamers,” Harner said. “Some of them folded their tents. 

· “We’re looking, possibly, to work some freshmen into the lineup. They’re not as experienced, but they’re gamers. 

· “Our team is just how it appears. We have six to eight guys who come in and work 10, 11 months of the year. And we have other guys who are under the impression summer wrestling causes cancer.” 

· At the same time, the Colonials, a young and generally inexperienced group, were thrilled with Wednesday’s showing. 

· G.P. DiBattista (120 pounds) and Conner Ferst (132) both fashioned come-from-behind decisions, and generally, PW was competitive where it expected to be. 

· “We had a young team that did a damn good job tonight,” praised interim head coach Justin Giovinco, filling in for the absent Nate Wachter, who was tending to “family issues.” 

· “From J.V. through varsity, I was pretty happy. We’ve been the runts of the division for the last five years or so. Hopefully, that’s changing.” 

· Which is something else the Eagles will have to deal with this season. While the underdog Colonials were pleased with their showing, the Eagles may not have that luxury - unless they’re on the tournament trail. 

· With expectations through the roof, a good effort may not be deemed good enough. 

· BACK POINTS: Speaking of the tournament trail, Norristown finished 15th among nearly 100 teams over the weekend at the Beast of the East Tournament in Delaware. Harner was the Eagles’ top finisher, placing third at 160 pounds, while Shane Springer was fifth at 170. 

· “It’s not what I wanted, but I was glad I was able to come back and get third,” said Harner, who lost in overtime to nationally ranked Zach Epperly of Christiansburg in the semifinals. “The quality was definitely there. I had multiple nationally ranked kids in my weight class. (Epperly) was just in better shape than me. He was better than me.” 

· Among the other local wrestlers who competed at the Beast, Germantown Academy had three placewinners in Nick Grossi (3rd at 220), Chris Yankowich (6th at 138) and Chuck Boddy (7th at heavyweight) and La Salle had two, with Matt Cimato (2nd at 145) and Casey Kent (4th at 152) garnering medals. PW’s Justin Staudenmayer (145) did not place, but he lost to eventual champ Dylan Milonas of Blair Academy. Norristown’s Zach Fuentes (113), likewise, did not place, but lost to eventual champ Joseph McKenna of Blair, 5-0. 

· NORRISTOWN 54, PLYMOUTH WHITEMARSH 21 

· 113 - Zach Fuentes (N) pinned Dan Smith, 1:35. 

· 120 - G.P. DiBattista (PW) dec. Kelvin Howard, 9-7. 

· 126 - Pat Cosgrave (PW) dec. Shawn Goff, 16-9. 

· 132 - Conner Ferst (PW) dec. Chris Raimondo, 8-5. 

· 138 - Mikey Springer (N) pinned Emmanuel Kelly, 0:24. 

· 145 - Justin Staudenmayer (PW) pinned Ken Nichols, 0:46. 

· 152 - Joe Rowland (N) pinned Tom Mazzochetti, 2:30. 

· 160 - Brett Harner (N) pinned Austin Pollock, 0:32. 

· 170 - Shane Springer (N) won by forfeit. 

· 182 - Juan Carbajal (N) won by forfeit. 

· 195 - Larry Gordon (N) won by forfeit. 

· 220 - Jesse Prante (N) pinned Anthony Williams, 1:00. 

· 285 - Rasheed Lusane (N) pinned John Yoon, 0:36. 

· 106 - Franny Pallagruto (PW) won by forfeit. 
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